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6. Develop a county land and wildlife steward award 
program modeled after the Lakes and Watershed 
Commission’s “Water Champions” program. Re-
ward by recognition landowners, farmers and other 
citizens who have made outstanding contributions 
to wildlife habitat and natural resources conserva-
tion.

Cultural Resources

Historic and Archaeological 
Resources

Goals

1. Encourage permanent protection, interpretation 
and maintenance for all identified Dane County 
archaeological sites of significance. 

Supporting objectives

A. Include archaeological significance among the 
criteria for acquiring and managing lands under 
all county real estate programs.

B. Plan for the greatest protection and apprecia-
tion of the resources of each publicly accessible 
property that contains archaeological sites. 

C. Provide county and state assistance to local 
governments to identify, register and document 
archaeological resources and sponsor nomina-
tion of eligible resources to the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

D. Require the preservation of Indian Mounds 
and other archaeological resources on both 
public and private lands.

2. Protect, preserve and restore buildings, structures, 
sites, landscapes, natural features and districts 
which represent or reflect elements of Dane Coun-
ty’s cultural, social, economic, political and archi-
tectural history.

Supporting objectives

A. Encourage the preservation of historically and 
architecturally significant structures and dis-
tricts in Dane County whenever specific sites 

organizations, Friends groups and school for-
ests to educate students about ecological value 
of native grasslands and woodlands.

D. Work with neighborhood associations, garden 
clubs and other local groups to adopt a natural 
area and promote native plant landscaping.

E. Incorporate wildlife habitat concerns into 
forestry management plans for woodlands on 
private lands.

F. Broadly distribute existing invasive plant iden-
tification/control publications to urban and 
rural landowners, landscapers, plant nurseries 
and horticulture operations. Discourage sale 
and use of invasive species.

3. Seek partnership with the DNR and willing land-
owners to purchase hunting access easements or 
leases on private lands in a comprehensive county 
program. Promote use of public access provisions 
under the state Managed Forest Law to make more 
private land available for hunting.

4. Manage public facilities and lands to restore and 
maintain terrestrial and aquatic wildlife habitat and 
remove invasive species.

A. Include a wildlife management plan for all 
existing and new park lands.

B. Replace lawn areas in parkland and other 
county property with native vegetation where 
feasible. Reduce mowing in areas where native 
plant restoration is not feasible.

C. Explore active removal, physical barriers such as 
barrier dams, and biological controls to reduce 
non-native aquatic species in Dane County 
waters. Seek to create conditions that will favor 
eventually restoring native species such as wild 
rice and other wetland species.

D. Continue to conduct controlled burns on a 
regular basis on county-owned lands.

5. Develop a county invasive species ordinance ban-
ning the sale and planting of a county-developed 
list of most troublesome species, with focus on 
non-natives and species that invade croplands.
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are proposed for development or redevelop-
ment. 

B. Encourage preservation of significant, historic 
farm structures.

C. Proactively designate historic districts and 
structures, and seek to incorporate the follow-
ing principles into redevelopment of historic 
sites:

(1) Protect historic and architectural integrity;

(2) Promote adaptive reuse of historic struc-
tures that is consistent with local land use 
plans, and;

(3) Respect property rights of private landown-
ers with historic resources on their lands.

D. Develop a stronger institutional framework for 
historic preservation, and improve the tools 
available for the county to use in protecting 
significant resources.

E. Preserve the historic visual character of state-
designated rustic roads.

3. Increase public awareness and appreciation of his-
toric and archaeological resources.

Supporting objectives

A. Mobilize public opinion to place a higher value 
on historic resources.

B. Promote the use of historic resources for the 
education, pleasure, and welfare of the people.

C. Conduct local meetings to emphasize local 

historic sites.

D. Utilize school curricula to emphasize and edu-
cate students about local historic sites.

E. Interpret the significance of historic and ar-
chaeological sites to educate visitors about their 
significance, add greater interest, and preserve 
area history. 

4. Identify, record and evaluate archaeological, his-
toric and cultural resources and sites.

Supporting Objectives

A. Document, through photography and collec-
tion of archival information, all archaeological 
and historic sites in Dane County before their 
demolition, protection or restoration.

B. Create a publicly accessible register of all 
historic and archaeological places countywide 
in both online and published forms. Specific 
locations for archaeological resources will not 
be provided, except where such resources are, 
or will be protected from vandalism. Sites on 
private property will only be listed with the 
express consent of the owner.

C. Utilize long-term residents in identifying and 
educating about historic and cultural sites.

D. Utilize Native American tribal leaders in identi-
fying and educating about archaeological sites 

Policies and Programs

1. Work with the Wisconsin Historical Society and 
the National Park Service to designate Dane Coun-
ty as a Certified Local Government for historic 
preservation.

A. Establish a Dane County Historic Preserva-
tion Commission that includes Dane County 
residents with expertise in history, architectural 
history, architecture, and archaeology, to over-
see the Historic Preservation program.

B. Develop a source of funding and permanent 
staffing resources to effectively administer a 
county historic preservation program. 

C. Establish a system of designation priorities and 
a coordinated preservation program.
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D. Working with the Dane County Historic 
Preservation Commission, the Dane County 
Cultural Affairs Commission, local historical 
societies, town government and the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, identify and map properties 
and districts for inclusion in historic preserva-
tion programs. 

E. Provide county, state, local and federal assis-
tance to identify, register and document archi-
tectural resources and sponsor nomination of 
eligible resources to the National Register of 
Historic Places.

F. Conduct periodic surveys of the county on 
an ongoing basis to update designated lists of 
historically significant properties. 

G. Amend the county historic and archaeological 
overlay zoning district, or develop and adopt a 
new ordinance, to meet Wisconsin Historical 
Society standards for historic preservation.

2. Explore the availability and use of grant money to 
rehabilitate, restore or relocate historic structures 
threatened by demolition or disrepair. 

A. Review existing state and federal tax credits, 
and other resources, for historic structure 
rehabilitation and analyze applicability and ef-
fectiveness for Dane County historic resources.

B. Explore the creation of new incentives, such as 
historic preservation Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) districts, grants, and revolving loan funds 
or other tools, to encourage historic preserva-
tion. 

C. Report results of study to the county board and 
the proposed Dane County Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

3. Amend county zoning and land division ordinanc-
es to promote better protection, adaptive reuse and 
rehabilitation of historic resources. (See Chapter 8: 
Land Use.)

4. Implement and enhance the Dane County Parks 
and Open Space Plan to acquire and manage lands 
of historic or archaeological significance. Include 
historic, cultural and archaeological significance 

among the criteria for acquiring and managing 
lands under relevant county real estate programs, 
including parks, public facilities, PDR and TDR 
programs. (See Land Resources Policies 4 and 5.)

5. Work with the Wisconsin Historical Society, UW 
Extension, local historical societies, the Dane 
County Cultural Affairs Commission and the 
proposed Dane County Historic Preservation 
Commission to develop and implement an ongoing 
public participation and education program related 
to historic and archaeological resources.

A. Maximize public involvement throughout historic 
preservation program design, planning, property 
and district designation and implementation.

B. Disseminate information about the state and fed-
eral tax credits for historic buildings and rehabilita-
tion.

C. Seek grant funding to hire a temporary project 
coordinator to establish the program and develop 
recommendations for ongoing funding and sup-
port.

D. Solicit input and participation from and main-
tain contacts with interested groups such as local 
governments, local historical societies, long-term 
stakeholders, schools and Native American tribal 
leaders.

E. Develop collaborative projects, such as produc-
ing or updating interpretive guides to, or updating 
Wisconsin Historical Society information about, 
historic resources in Dane County.

F. Build on and expand use of existing resources, 
such as the Wisconsin Historical Society’s online 
Architecture and History Inventory (http://www.
wisconsinhistory.org/ahi).

G. Distribute map illustrating Dane County historic 
sites, districts and resources that can be shown to 
the public.


