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*DISCLAIMER* 

I am not an attorney! I am speaking from my 
years of experience in land surveying, my 

interpretations of written law, interpretations 
of attorneys and others relative to my work as 

the Dane County Surveyor. For legal advice, 
please contact your legal counsel. 



Important information for Town Clerks 

• Any discontinuance or vacation of public streets, ways or alleys must be done by resolution. These resolutions need to be 
recorded in the Register of Deeds office to be recognized by Dane County parcel mapping and tax systems. 
• Any change in road name or new road name must be approved by Dane County Planning & Development per chapter 6 of Dane 
County Ordinance (DCO). The road name application form may be found on the Dane County Surveyor's website: http:// 
www.countyofdane.com/PLANDEV/records/surveyor.aspx in the links at the bottom of the page. A resolution of road name change 
may also be required if changing an existing road name. A sample resolution may be found in the links on the Surveyor s page as well 
as any other documents potentially affecting title such as easements, reservations of lands. Deed restrictions should also be recorded 
in Register of Deeds office. 
• Many farm drives were taken on as Town Roads in the 1950's "Milk to Market" initiative. Some of these roads are not officially 
named but have "locally known as" names for reference in agreements with WISDOT with local road maintenance. 
• If a second residence is added the road must be officially named and addresses updated. Often the un-official name conflicts 
with other roads. A new road name will need to be approved by the County Surveyor but may be accepted and recorded as part of a 
certified Survey Map (CSM) or subdivision plat in lieu of a resolution. 
• In the Dane County Surveyor's records are the original highway orders of each Town. 
• When questions of right-of-way width or right-of-way location arise, these records are very helpful. For information, please 
contact the Dane County Surveyor. 
• New roads or extensions of existing roads are typically accepted by Towns through the land division process as dedications on 
CSM's or subdivision plats. Some town roads are dedications of land as aforementioned, but many are by public easement. There are 
subtle differences in rights of Towns and landowners in easement or dedication/fee simple right-of-way, if issues arise you will want 
to discuss with legal counsel. For questions or further information regarding the issues on this page, please contact Jarod Alvarez, 
Dane County Surveyor at 608-266-4252 or Alvarez.Jarod@DaneCounty.gov . 

mailto:Alvarez.Jarod@DaneCounty.gov
www.countyofdane.com/PLANDEV/records/surveyor.aspx


 

 

ROAD INFORMATION FOR CITIES AND VILLAGES 

- Cities and villages have their own road naming authority; 
however, we ask that you use the Master Street Name index 
on Access Dane to ensure that you do not duplicate or use 
very similar road names near one another or duplicate a 
name outside of, but nearby your jurisdiction. This can be 
imperative in the delivery of emergency services. 

- When discontinuing, vacating, or re-naming roads within a 
city or village, resolutions of said action should be recorded 
in the Dane County Register of Deeds office, so that we may 
update maps, parcels and addresses. 



 

How does a road become a road and 
what is the difference? 

- Common use and maintenance over time.  (public road 
easement) 

- Application by freeholders and a town approved 
highway order. (typically public road easement) 

- Dedication.  (held in public trust for specific purpose) 

- Fee simple.  (transferred to and owned by municipality) 



 

- Paoli roads are 
platted 

- HWY 69, partial 
county project, 
remainder, no 
order. 

- Himsel Rd, no 
order 

- Paoli Rd 3 rods 
by order 



 

Highway orders 
Montrose 
Section 3, pages 
20 and 38 for 
RANGE TRAIL. 



 

TPPs 

HWY 69 now 
purchased fee 
simple by DOT. 



 
 

Note: highway 
orders indicated 
where there are no 
roads.  

“Jeglum Ln” is not 
labelled. 



  

 

  
 

  
Image per WISLR 

“Jeglum Lane” is a, 
locally known as name, 
for use of tracking for 
maintenance funds from 
DOT.  It is not an 
officially named road 
per Chapter 76, DCO.  It 
is a single service road. 
The address of the farm 
is a HWY 78 address. 



 

 

 
 

Dedication to the 
Public for road 
purposes.  Typically 
done by CSM or Plat. 
If the town were to 
deem the road 
unnecessary, and 
discontinue the r/w, 
the lands revert to 
the adjoining lands 
they were dedicated 
from. It is not 
transferrable land like 
fee simple deeded 
r/w. 



Road dedications must be accepted by the 
local municipality, typically noted in the land 
division approval certificate.  By accepting the 
dedication, the name as shown on the map is 
also being accepted; however, road names 
need to be approved.  If done by CSM or Plat, 
I am typically checking the road name at that 
time, but for county duplication and 
compliance only. 



 

If a name needs to be changed, the name 
must be approved and a resolution recorded 
in the county registry. 



 

These documents 
along with others 
can be found as 
links at the 
bottom of the 
Dane County 
Surveyors 
webpage. 

https://plandev.countyofdane.com/Lan 
d-Records/County-Surveyor 

https://plandev.countyofdane.com/Lan


If there are any questions pertaining to road 
right-of-way, please feel free to contact me. 

Jarod Alvarez, PLS 
Dane County Surveyor 

608-266-4252 
Alvarez.Jarod@danecounty.gov 

mailto:Alvarez.Jarod@danecounty.gov
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